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Grading is Painful

During Grading After Grading

You have to shuffle and pass around 
stacks of paper.

You realize a mistake should be worth 
more or less points far into the grading 
session.

You have to manually add up and record 
scores.

No data gets saved about which students 
understood what material unless your 
track it by hand.

Dealing with regrade requests is a tedious 
process.
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No page turning.+

Change how a mistake is scored for 
every student in one click.

Save hours grading!

Scores are added up automatically, 
download spreadsheet instantly.

Advanced statistics of what students 
learned.

Let students view their graded work 
online (optional). 

Track and manage regrade requests 
online (optional).

+

+

Benefits of Gradescope

Grade online with multiple graders in 
parallel.

+ +

+

+

+

5



Gradescope Overview
Gradescope is a web app for grading paper-based exams, 

quizzes, projects, and homework faster online.

How it works
1. Students complete assignments as they normally would.

2. You or students upload assignments to Gradescope.

3. Grade online with evolving rubrics.

4. Review grades and analyze results.

5. Return work and manage regrade requests on Gradescope.
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Grading: Example Question
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Grading: Example Question
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Grading: Example Question Rubric for Question 1.1
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Add & apply
rubric items

Grading: Example Question
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Grading: Example Question

Move on to next student’s 
response to Question 1.1
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Grading: Example Question Remain consistent from 
the first to last student.

13



Grading Even Faster

1 0
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The rubric items you create map to the number keys-

Goes to Next Ungraded  
(The same question on the next student’s assignment which has not yet been 
graded by you or your grading staff)

Go up and down the question line for an individual 
student’s assignment

Flip through pages of a student’s assignment

Zoom in and out of the student’s assignment 
(Works in both Full Page View and Question Only View)

Use keyboard shortcuts to speed up your workflow!
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Rubric Options

Use either positive or negative scoring.

Remove score ceiling to award extra 
credit points.
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Student-Specific 
Adjustments

Adjust points on individual 
students’ submissions

Leave students personalized 
comments outside of the rubric

Reuse comments
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Grading the Demo Midterm

Gradescope comes with a demo course with a 
midterm pre-loaded for you to explore.

Select Gradescope 101 from your Gradescope 
dashboard, and select the Midterm.

Practice splitting scans & matching students to 
submissions.

Grade questions on the midterm to see how 
rubrics can be built as you grade.
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Creating Your Course
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Add Gradescope to Canvas

Click Settings from the Canvas sidebar

Enable Gradescope 
Click dots or drag/drop to visible
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Select Navigation (third tab)

Select Save (at bottom)

Klosterman



Setting up Gradescope in Canvas

Click Gradescope in the Canvas 
sidebar
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Select A New Gradescope Course & 
Link

Edit Course Settings

click Update Course

Klosterman



Syncing Canvas Roster

Select Roster in Sidebar
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Then Select Sync Canvas Roster

Option for email 
notification

Klosterman
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Creating a Homework Assignment

gradescope
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Creating a Homework Assignment

In your course, navigate to Assignments, and 
click Create an Assignment.

Upload a .pdf file containing the questions.

Select Student for Who will upload submissions? 
(instructors can still upload scans for students who have difficulties)

For variable-length work, choose PDF or 
images (one or more pages per question). 
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How Students Submit their Homework

Use a mobile app to ‘scan’ homework and email .pdf to self 
Apps that make it easy: Scannable by Evernote (iOS) & Genius Scan (Android)

Download and save .pdf onto computer

Log into Gradescope to upload .pdf of homework

Students can tell Gradescope on which page(s) their 
answers are located
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Setting up Exams
An overview of what the workflow looks like.

1. Upload a blank version of your exam (.pdf ) 
and create the question outline

Scan the exams2.

Upload the scans (preferably in batches)3.

Split scans and create unique submissions 
on Gradescope

Match students on your class roster to their 
exam submission

4.

5.
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In your course, navigate to Assignments, 
and click Create an Assignment.

Create Assignment

Upload a pdf of a blank exam

Select Instructor for “Who will upload 
submissions?”
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Identify the Name & SID 
region on your exam template.

Edit Outline

Create an outline of questions 
and subquestions.

Draw a box for the location of 
each question 
Gradescope will zoom into this area of 
the page when grading.
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Scanning Exams
Scanning exams becomes even easier with these tips!

Cut off the corners that have staples 
Use scissors or, better yet, a paper guillotine!

Scan double-sided 
Students will sometimes write on the back

Scan at 150dpi with no page auto-
rotation and no blank page removal 
150 is plenty and is faster than high res

Scan exams in batches of 10 to 50

Keep track of the number of pages scanned 
If a scan has fewer pages than expected, something 
didn’t get scanned.

Consider printing exams double-sided 
This prevents students from writing on the backside of a 
1-sided exam

Scan exams with different numbers of 
pages separately. 
Gradescope separates exams by page count.
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Manage Scans

Upload scans and click Show to view 
the proposed submissions.

Make sure that every submission 
looks correct.

You can merge submissions, split 
submissions, and reorder pages to 
make any corrections.

Once reviewed, click Create 
Submissions to complete the upload.
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Matching Submissions to Students

Match submissions to students on your Roster by 
viewing the Name Region on each assignment 
(The Name Region is setup on the Edit Outline step)

Use the Tab key to 
quickly assign and 
jump to the next field.
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Then Start Grading!
Everything is now setup so you can begin grading.
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Reviewing & Publishing Grades
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Sync Scores with Canvas 
UCSD Canvas Integration

Gradescope assignments must be first linked to a 
Canvas for grade syncing.

Within a Gradescope assignment, click Settings at 
the bottom.

Linking can be done before or after grading. No 
scores will be posted until you hit publish.

34Klosterman

Under Canvas Assignment, click Link and select 
the appropriate canvas assignment from the drop-
down menu.

Click Link Assignment and then Save settings.



Review & Publish Grades 
with UCSD Canvas Integration

Download Grades lets you download a spreadsheet of grades in Excel (.xls) 
or .CSV format.

Export Evaluations to get .CSV files of each question, showing the student, 
score, rubric item(s) applied, point adjustments, and the grader.

Export Submissions to download .pdf files of students’ graded work.

Post Grades to Canvas to post grades with Canvas Gradebook (optional). 
Assignments must be linked. Students see scores but not exams or rubrics
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Publish Grades to let students with accounts log in to see their graded work 
(optional). Student can see all point breakdown and download exam copy. 



Review Grades 
(with Grades Published)

You can Unpublish 
Grades after you 
Publish them.
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Review Grades 
(with Grades Published)

After you Publish Grades, you have to option to 
Compose Email to Students to notify them their 
assignment has been graded.

For students who have never logged in, the email 
contains a link for them to set their password.

You can modify the email sent to students if you 
wish to add extra info or remove statistics.
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Grading
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Grading progress is monitored

+

Check which Rubrics were applied and 
where to prevent regrades

TAs can grade anywhere with internet 
connection.

Avoid Student Specific Grading - can’t 
easily review/adjust post-grading

Negative Rubrics - Students only see 
applied items.

Positive Rubrics - Students see all 
possible items.

Hand-graded exams can also be 
scanned and distributed via 
gradescope to save time and avoid 
FERPA issues.

+

+ Rubrics can be adjusted and GS will 
apply changes to all exams 

+

+

+

++

Perks Suggestions

Klosterman
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gradescope
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Student Interface 
(Course Dashboard)

Students can see the course description as well as a list of assignments.
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Student Interface 
(Returned Exam)

Student or instructor can 
download graded work
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Student can see how 
they were scored and 
any comments
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gradescope
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Question-Level Statistics
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Rubric-Level Statistics
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Rubric-Level Statistics

See how often rubric 
items were applied.
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A.I. Assisted Grading and Answer Groups
Works for fixed-template assignments.

Answer Groups lets you form and grade answer groups, instead of 
individual student answers.

A.I. Assisted Grading is where the Gradescope A.I. automatically forms 
suggested groups for you to review.

Answer Groups and A.I. Assisted Grading are available with institutional licenses and for 
individual courses subscribed to Gradescope Complete.
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A.I. Assisted Grading

3 question types for A.I. Assisted grading are currently 
supported: Manually Grouped, Multiple Choice, and Fill-
in-the-blank Math.
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A.I. Assisted Grading

Manually Grouped works for all questions. Gradescope will find and 
group blank submissions for you. You can then manually form your own 
groups of answers.

Manually Grouped
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A.I. Assisted Grading

Multiple Choice works best when students bubble or check their answer 
within a clear circle or square mark.

Multiple Choice
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A.I. Assisted Grading

Fill-in-the-blank Math works best for math questions with a small, 
predefined answer area.

Fill-in-the-blank Math
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A.I. Assisted Grading
Review Suggested Answer Groups

Once a question type is selected, 
Gradescope A.I. will search through 
your students’ submissions and group 
them by content.

Click on a group to review its 
contents.
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A.I. Assisted Grading

Review the answers in the group to 
make sure that they belong.

If the answer does not belong in the 
group, click on it to remove it.

If you find that two or more groups 
have the same answer, you can 
Merge the groups together.

Once reviewed, click Confirm & 
Review Next Group and continue 
through all the groups.
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A.I. Assisted Grading
Ungrouped Answers

After reviewing the groups, the 
Ungrouped Answers shows all 
remaining answers to a 
question on the left and a list of 
groups (if any) on the right.

You can create new groups and 
organize answers into groups.

Feel free to leave some 
answers ungrouped; you will 
grade them individually.
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A.I. Assisted Grading
Grading Answer Groups

After reviewing and forming 
groups of answers, you can 
now grade those groups 
together.

Grade like you normally 
would, however, rather than 
just grading one 
submission, you now grade 
the group of submissions!
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A.I. Assisted Grading
Grading Answer Groups

If you would like to grade 
the individual submissions 
within a group, click on  
4 Submissions to see a list 
of students whose 
submissions are listed.

Clicking on a student from 
the table will take you to 
the regular grading 
interface, letting you grade 
submissions individually.
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A.I. Assisted Grading
Grading Answer Groups

If you would like to go back 
to grading the group, click 
the link at the top titled 
Grade the whole group 
instead.
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Rubric Item Groups

Grade multipart questions

59

Mutually Exclusive Rubric 
Groups

Klosterman



Multiple Exam Versions
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Full support for multiple versions of 
multiple choice exams is currently in 
beta-testing

Group Question Rubric Items by 
Exam Version  

• might not work well for automatic 
grading?

Current Solution: 
Create multiple assignments and 
upload templates for each 

• Need to manually sync rubrics 
between version. 

• Need to merge Grades



More Features

Programming Assignments 
Run your code autograders on Gradescope’s 
infrastructure. Utilize manual code grading 
with an interface similar to grading paper-
based assignments.
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3rd party integrations 
Integration with Canvas, Blackboard, and 
more to help ease roster updating and 
uploading grades to an external gradebook.

LaTeX support 
Use math notation to give clearer feedback 
to students. 



Product Roadmap

Online assignment creation
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Matrix-style rubrics (sliding scale)

Self and peer grading

Ability to leave comments and 
link rubric items to a location on 
the student submission

To vote and comment on our 
roadmap, visit: 
https://trello.com/b/36UN761q/
gradescope-roadmap

Versioning support for Multiple-
choice Exams

https://trello.com/b/36UN761q/gradescope-roadmap
https://trello.com/b/36UN761q/gradescope-roadmap


Email the Gradescope team at 

help@gradescope.com 
 with any questions or suggestions. 

Average response time is less than 1 hour.

gradescope
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Contact Us

Grade faster. Teach better.

https://www.gradescope.com/help

mailto:help@gradescope.com?subject=

